CKWATCH

WEYMOUTH BAY
COASTADEFENCES

IN PICTURES, PAST & PRESENT
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. CKWATCH
INTRODUCTION

Thi s weekos field trip from home
telling the story of how the coastline in Weymouth Bay has changed
over more than 100 years.

It shows how poor coastadefencesand rough, stormy seas have shaped
the coastline and how the authorities have responded.

Seeing places in the past and the present shows us what has changed s
that experts can help to plan to protect the coastline way into the
future.

See how many coastdéfences/ou can spot in the photographs.
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BowleazeCove as it was prior to 1920s,
Before the Riviera Hotel was built
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19300S

As it was, possibly in the 1930s,
after the Riviera Hotel was built.

BOWLEAZE COVE, WEYMOUTH.



Ri CKWATCH
19400 S

Around 1947
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High tide in stormy conditions
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View of BowleazeCove, in the
autumn of 1978 with gabions at
the back of beach and hard
engineering.
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Construction of new defences about the start
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1980

Protection for Riviera Hotel
included gabions, drainage and
slope grading, costing £60,000.
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2017
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Courtesy of the Coastguard helicopter
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REDCLIFF
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2011

Note the fence on the left of picture
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2016

Note the position of the fence
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2019

Fence well and truly in the landslip!

21




Ri CKWATCH
2019
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FURZY CLIFF
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High tide and stormy conditions
in the 1970s, leading to serious
marine erosion of the Oxford
Clay.
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1978 AND 198060S

More peaceful conditions in1978 and the early 1980s.The steep slope of
the clay cliff means it was unstable.
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2016

Eastern end of Furzy CIiff in April 2016,
showing clear evidence of greater
stability with well established vegetation. s
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2018

View of Redcliff from Redcliff Point looking

North West, showingthe problem with no

protection. This is an excellent example of
rotational slip massnovement
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Further to the pictures of the old Preston beach sea wall featured on this page last month, today’s second picture from Mike Venning goes even further back in time — so far, in fact, that the wall

hadn’t even been buiit. The picture, a postcard printed for J. ray and Sons who ran Lennox Street Post Office, carries the date July 6 1909 on the reverse side. The picture was probably iaken just’

before work began on the construction of the wall in th 900s. Featured in the picture on the left is the old coastguard station at Preston, part of which fell into the sea after years of cliff}
erosion.
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OvercombeCorner in around
1909, with a fine view of the
coastguard cottages.




g
ST S Y SR P St g

B Lo a i A,
e e e

SCKWATCH

VICTORIAN
DEFENCES

Off shore evidence of rock
armour from late Victorian times
attempts to limit erosion.
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Another view looking from
OvercombeCorner, in the 1970s.
Showing evidence of old coastal
defences offshore.
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OvercombeCorner 1978
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Closer view of the defences, date of construction unknown.
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Damaged coastguard cottages 1978
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