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INTRODUCTION

This weekõs field trip from home is a unique collection of photographs, 

telling the story of how the coastline in Weymouth Bay has changed 

over more than 100 years.

It shows how poor coastal defencesand rough, stormy seas have shaped 

the coastline and how the authorities have responded.

Seeing places in the past and the present shows us what has changed so 

that experts can help to plan to protect the coastline way into the 

future.

See how many coastal defencesyou can spot in the photographs.
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WEYMOUTH BAY 
AREA
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WEYMOUTH BAY 
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Weymouth Bay from Greenhill to Redcliff Point

Greenhill

Preston Beach 

Road

Furzy Cliff Bowleaze

Cove Redcliff



PART OF 1:50,000 BGS MAP 
SHOWING BASIC GEOLOGY

Oxford Clay

Corallian

Oxford Clay

Corallian
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AERIAL VIEW LOOKING SOUTH WEST 

Greenhill rock groyne

Preston Beach Road

Overcombe

Lodmoor RSPB Reserve

Historic 

coastal 

protection?
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BOWLEAZECOVE
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1920õS
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BowleazeCove as it was prior to 1920s, 

Before the Riviera Hotel was built



1930õS

As it was, possibly in the 1930s, 

after the Riviera Hotel was built.
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1940õS
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Around 1947



1970õS
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High tide in stormy conditions 



1970õS

View of BowleazeCove, in the 

autumn of 1978 with gabions at 

the back of beach and hard 

engineering.
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1980
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Construction of new defences about the start



1980

Protection for Riviera Hotel 

included gabions, drainage and 

slope grading, costing £60,000.
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2003
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2017

Note the 

Redcliff landslip 

area, very 

different to 1947
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Courtesy of the Coastguard helicopter



2018

17



REDCLIFF
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2011
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Note the fence on the left of picture



2016
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Note the position of the fence



2019

21

Fence well and truly in the landslip!



2019
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FURZY CLIFF
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1970ôS

High tide and stormy conditions 

in the 1970s, leading to serious 

marine erosion of the Oxford 

Clay.
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1978 AND 1980õS

More peaceful conditions in1978 and the early 1980s. The steep slope of 

the clay cliff means it was unstable.



2016

Eastern end of Furzy Cliff in April 2016, 

showing clear evidence of greater 

stability with well established vegetation.
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2018
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View of Redcliff from Redcliff Point looking 

North West, showing the problem with no 

protection. This is an excellent example of 

rotational slip mass-movement



SIMILAR VIEW IN WINTER 2019/20
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OVERCOMBECORNER
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1900õS

OvercombeCorner in around 

1909, with a fine view of the 

coastguard cottages.
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VICTORIAN 

DEFENCES

Off shore evidence of rock 

armour from late Victorian times 

attempts to limit erosion.
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LARGE SCALE MAPS OF OVERCOMBE
AREA 1902 AND 1971
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1970õS

Another view looking from 

OvercombeCorner, in the 1970s.  

Showing evidence of old coastal 

defences offshore.
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1970õS
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OvercombeCorner 1978
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Closer view of the defences, date of construction unknown.



1970õS
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Damaged coastguard cottages 1978


